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A New Year, A New Opportunity
Well, here we are again. It seems like I was just writing 
about New Year's 2005, and another year has gone by 
already. And with a new year comes inevitable change. 
The biggest change in my life is that the red sofa, the little 
black dogs, the green lovebird and I are all moving to 
Charlotte, North Carolina. I've accepted a position with 
another company in the craft industry, and I'll be working 
on knitting and crochet publications and projects.
While I'm really excited about this opportunity, I'm also a 
little sad. I've been here for nine years, and I'm leaving 
friends who have become as close as family. I'll also miss 
writing to you every few weeks about creativity and crafts.
I'm leaving this newsletter in very capable hands. Katie 
Hacker, who you met through my interview with her in a 
previous issue, will be writing to you every three weeks. 
Katie is a tremendously creative person, and I have 
appreciated her contributions to our publications and her 
knowledge of the craft industry. Feel free to send her an 
e-mail to welcome her or send suggestions for future 
issues of Creativity.
In the meantime, here's the second part of the color 
article that started in the last issue. Enjoy!
The Wide World of Color,Part 2
by Maria Nerius
In the last issue of Creativity, we focused on working with 
yellows, greens and blues. Here's information on the rest 
of the color spectrum.
Violet
Violet is sometimes better known in decorating as purple. 
Light, romantic hues such as lilac and lavender are 
favored for bedrooms -- especially little girls' rooms. 
Green and yellow (violet's complement on the color 
wheel) are congenial colors and you will often see the 
three hues together in nature. Darker versions such as 
eggplant and grape can convey a formal look in 
combination with cream, gray and black.
Red-Violet
Red-violet is usually used as an accent or a subordinate 
color. Merlot is a dark value of red-violet, orchid is a light 
value and fuchsia is an intense version. Residing 
between red and violet on the color wheel, red-violet is 
warmer than violet but cooler than red. Complementary 
yellow-green and red-violet work well together, as do low-
intensity sage and plum. Magenta, black and white were 
common decorative companions in Art Deco interiors, 
while saturated fuchsia, teal and mango are colors of the 
tropics.
Red
Bright and brazen, pure red is the hottest, most visually 
demanding color on the color wheel. Intense reds benefit 
from liberal doses of the true neutrals (black, white and 
gray). Deeper, darker reds such as cranberry and 
pomegranate are quieter in comparison. Rarely used in 
analogous schemes, red's neighbors on the color wheel 
are almost as aggressive. Red is more likely to be paired 
with cool green in romantic cottage florals, or used in 
combination with the other two primaries -- yellow and 
blue.
Red-Orange
Red-orange is warm and welcoming, the color of raw 
earth and clay pots. Terra cotta is perhaps the best-
known version of red-orange, but it also comes in hues 
like coral, salmon and persimmon. In darker values, red-
orange turns to russet, burnt umber and sienna. Such a 
warm color begs for cooler hues. A triad of terra cotta, 
deep periwinkle and olive satisfies the desire for balance 
in visual temperature. Used in combination with its 

complement, blue-green, red-orange is often considered 
a Southwest color.
Orange 
Full-strength orange is brash and bold. Few dare to use it 
in large quantities, but orange is the source of many more 
workable hues such as tangerine, pumpkin and copper. 
Lowering the intensity makes orange more livable; in fact, 
most browns are dark-value, low-intensity versions of 
orange or red-orange. Complementary orange and blue 
are often harsh even when the hues are low-key, but the 
addition of other colors softens the contrast. Think of pale 
peach, mint, and lilac or deep cinnamon, juniper and 
violet.
Yellow-Orange
Richer than yellow but less assertive than orange, yellow-
orange is perhaps the least-known color on the color 
wheel, yet its luminous, uplifting qualities make it an ideal 
color for the home. Yellow-orange abounds in nature 
being the colors of honey, turmeric and butternut squash. 
Blond wood, natural wicker and even brass are examples 
of yellow-orange materials that appear in the home. 
Yellow-orange lends itself to monochromatic schemes but 
combines beautifully with blue-green and red-violet, 
colors equidistant on the color wheel.

And here's more color trivia: 
Blue Trivia
One can either be 'true blue' or have a fit of the 'blues' 
depending on one's outlook. 
Blue symbolizes communicative force, speech, 
messages and ideas, and can relax and open the mind to 
share thoughts and ideas. 
Blue is associated with idealism, sincerity, mental 
empathy and relaxation. It brings out affection, loyalty 
and inspiration. 
Blue's strongest association is with the sky and the sea. 
Although a cold and retroactive color, blue is said to have 
a pacifying influence. 
In ancient Rome, public servants wore blue. Today, police 
and other public servants wear blue. 
Blue stands for love, which is why a bride carries or 
wears something blue on her wedding day. 
The first prize gets a blue ribbon. 
A blue-blood is a person of noble descent. This is 
probably from the blue veins of the fair-complexioned 
aristocrats who first used this term. 
Blue has long been associated as the color for baby 
boys. 
In heraldry, blue is used to indicate piety and sincerity. 
Blue is the color of higher thoughts and matters of 
mystery. It shows devotion and steady progress. Blue is 
the color of creative energy and artistic projects. It shows 
quiet wisdom and is often associated with the betterment 
of mankind. Blue cares about the welfare of others; it 
shows compassion and great inner strength. 
Navy blue is a flattering color that all ages, shapes, and 
sizes can wear well. A navy suit combined with a white 
shirt conveys an air of trust and honesty. 
Indigo blue is associated with the powers of mental 
telepathy, empathy and imagination. Deja vu, the feeling 
you've already experienced something, and the sense of 
being connected to a unifying nature are the qualities of 
indigo. 
Violet Trivia
Violet and purple speak of honor, spirituality and self-
esteem. 
Violets and purples are rich colors and often convey 
wealth, extravagance, and preciousness. 
The Egyptian queen Cleopatra loved violet. To obtain one 
ounce of Tyrian violet dye, she had her servants soak 



20,000 Purpura snails for 10 days. 
Violet-Purple was first associated with royalty because of 
its rarity and expense and that is how the color became a 
symbol of wealth and power. 
The Purple Heart is awarded to members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces who have been killed or wounded in action 
against an enemy. It may also be awarded for 
maltreatment endured while a prisoner of war. 
Violet symbolizes the creative force, beauty, inspiration 
and artistry within a person. 
Violet, plum, purple, lavender, and burgundy represent 
creativity, inspiration, royalty, dignity, and mystery. 
Amethyst, a variety of quartz, differs from common quartz 
and rock crystal chiefly because of its violet to purple 
color. The specific hue is caused by the presence of 
compounds of iron or manganese. It is a birthstone for 
February and is used to make seals and rings. The finest 
specimens occur in India, Sri Lanka, and Brazil. Amethyst 
is common in Europe and in many parts of Scotland. 
White Trivia
White is traditionally associated with innocence, 
cleanliness, truth, and purity. 
White is a wonderfully sophisticated color and offsets the 
serious tones of black, brown, gray, or navy in clothing. 
White is sometimes described as an absence of color, 
although it does appear in different shades. It is most 
strongly linked with light, which allows us to see all of the 
other colors. 
The ancient Greeks wore white to bed to ensure pleasant 
dreams. 
A 'white elephant' is a rare, pale elephant considered 
sacred to the people of India, Thailand, Burma, and Sri 
Lanka. In the U.S., it is either a possession that costs 
more to maintain than it is worth to keep, or an item that 
the owner doesn't want but can't seem to get rid of. 
Most brides wear white head-to-toe for a first wedding; 
when used in this way it is not a symbol of purity, but 
rather wore for good luck. 
White symbolizes purity, union, truth and innocence with 
qualities of cleanliness, self-sacrifice and beginnings. 
Holiness, the divinity and femininity are associated with 
white. 
White is the strongest and most pure of all the color 
vibrations. It is felt to be the color of perfection and pure 
light energy. It represents good and fair judgment and 
shows the path of the spirit. 
White is associated with peace and purity such as in the 
white clouds and sparkling snowflakes. 
Two of the most popular peace symbols are the white 
dove and the truce flag. 
Black Trivia
Black reflects sophistication, confidence, wealth, and 
power. 
Paired with white, black can convey truth and confidence 
can bring to mind a famous restaurant chain or make you 
think of penguins playing. 
Black is considered a formal and rather reserved color. 
The ancient Romans used black for mourning, as do 
most Europeans and Americans today. 
A black belt in karate identifies an expert. 
The ancient Egyptians believed that black cats had divine 
powers. 
Black contains the entire color spectrum. 
In China, black is the color used for little boys. 
In the world of finance, when you are in the black you are 
in the money or at least not losing any. 
I hope you enjoyed this two-part article and that you find 
ways to use this information in your creative life!

Preview 101 Paper-Craft Gift Ideas FREE for 21-days.
Click here for details
Send me your comments.
To send me an e-mail, please do not reply to this 
newsletter. Instead, fill out my easy feedback form and let 
me know your thoughts, questions, news, what you're 
working on and what topics interest you or anything else 
you want to tell me about. You never know, I may feature 
your letter in an upcoming issue of Creativity. I enjoy 
receiving letters from readers, but regret that I don't have 
much time to answer them. I do read them all, though, and 
I love to share them here from time to time. 
Sharing Creativity,

Vicki Blizzard
Editor, Creativity 
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